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The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 19th April says that some —Dannssartans? 
The relation of the Musalmans Pathans of Derajat have been arrested by the April 19th, 1894. 

to the Sultan of Turkey. British Government on the charge that they main- 

tain a correspondence with the Sultan of Turkey, and that in one of the letters 

they declared the Sultan their legitimate sovereign ; and the writer adds _ that, 

from a religious point of view, every true Musalman 1s bound to call the Sultan 

Amirul Muminin, 2¢., Commander of the Faithful, and it 18 for that reason 

that in the course of the Friday service a prayer 1s read in the name of the 

existing ruler of (Constantinople. The writer could have said more on the 

subject if he had seen the letter. 
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II.—Home ApDMINISTRATION. 
7 (a)— Police. 
9. The Vikrampur of the 19th April says that every year on the occasion — vixramror, 

Badmashes in a bathning festi- of the Brahmaputra bathiny festival, which takes = April 19th, 18914. 
val. place at Langalbandh in the Dacca district on 
the first day of the Bengali year, notwitlstanding the best police arrangements, 
a large number of Laumashes flock to the place and commit outrages on young 
women. On the Ist Baisakh last, as usual, a large number of pilgrims visite 
the place, and the badmashes, too, did not fail to make their tb This 
year they carried off two Brahman women and a young an beautiful Sudra 
woman. The Brahman women were found the day after the festival, but 
were in a most miserable plight from the outrages to which they had been 
subjected. The other woman has not yet been traced. Itisto be hoped that 


the authorities will take proper precautions in future against the infernal 
practices of these men. ae 


é 


3. A correspondent of the same paper-says that a few days ago when _ Vicrampur. 
Two chaukidats of Vikrampur two Muhammadan youths were attempting to steal 
in the Dacea district. some pieces of cloth from the shop of one Rupchand 
Shaha, of Sholaghar Bazar, in the Vikrampur pargana of the Dacca district, 
they were apprehended and made over to the custody of two chaukidars named 
Tara Chand Mandal and Abhaya Sen in the presence of the panchayet 
_ Javnaddin Kazi. Later on in the day, when the complainant: asked the 
chaukidars to take him with them when he should bring the accused to the 
thana, they told him that the accused had been let off; neither could they 
vive a satisfactory explanation to the panchayet. The complainant was 
therefore advised by the panchayet to bring the matter to the notice of the 
thana authorities. This was done, but the daroga believed the story which 
was told by the chaukidars, namely, that they had let off the accused, because 
Rupchand Shaha refused to be complainant. ‘The daroga, however, ordered 
the chaukidars to re-arrest the accused. On this they came to the village and 
bevan committing various oppressions upon the complainant, Rupchand Shaha. 
4. The Bharat Mitra of the 19th April says that some badmashes have — guarar Mirra. 
a ee their quarters in Harrison Road opposite to — Aprit 19th, 1894, 
' Kasi Nath Mullick’s house. In their intoxicated _ 
‘ate they rob the passers-by of their belongings and scale the walls of respectable 
people's houses and insult their female members, 
». ‘The Sudhakar of the 20th April has the following :— SUDHAKAR, 
The Police in a cow-killing There is a police-station at Nitpur in the district April 20th, 1594. 
‘Turin the district of Dinajpur. of Dinajpur. The Sub-Inspector, the head-con- 
‘tuble and the writer-constable of the thana are Bengali Hindus and exercise 
wuimited powers in their official capacity. The Sub-Inspector is, so to say, 
the judge of the place, within four miles of the thana, and the head-constable 
: 'Y no means inferior to him in power. Near the thana lives a poor 
‘usalman, Azim Mandal by name. Recently, on the occasion of the marriage 
“Tmony of his daughter, he slaughtered two cows to give a feast to his 
.tehzionists and relations. In the evening, when everything was ready 
tor the feast, Azim Mandal was sent for by the head-constable. On Azim’s 
‘Tval at the thana, the head-constable received him with a volley of abuse 
and most cruelly beat him with a shoe, saying, ‘Villain! you have 


led a pig, you will eat pork and give your men pork to eat.’ Atul Chandra 
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Mukherji, the writer-constable, also beat him with a shoe, and the 
postmaster in charge of the post-office, close to the thana, save him a 
few slaps. Azim Mandal bezan to ery loudly, and quite a crowd gathered on 
the spot while he was driven out of the thana. On his return home, Azim 
Mandal was obliged to throw away forty rupees worth of beef and goat's flesh, 
because he and his guests had heard them designated as pork by the policemen, 
On the following day Azim left for Dinajpur and lodged a complaint with the 
Magistrate against the wrong-doers. Seeing his danger, the head-constable 
submitted a report to the District Superintendent of Police to the effect that 
after having killed a cow, Azim cleansed the utensils which contained beef in 
the thana tank, and threw the entrails of the slaughtered animal into it, 
Immediately on receipt of this report, the District Superintendent went to 
Nitpur, and was satisfied on enquiry that there was no truth init. The head. 
constable and the writer-constable were convicted and sentenced by the District 
Magistrate to two months’ and one month's rigorous imprisonment respect- 
ively. Such cases are now very frequent in the country. The quarrels 
between Hindus and Muhammadans are due to the reading by the former of 
such tracts as are calculated to poison their minds against the latter. And the 
fact that Government has appointed Hindus to most of the important posts 
under it goes a great way to produce these quarrels. The Amrita Bazar 
Pairika and other Hindu papers ought to take care betore these quarrels assume 
a most serious aspect. The writer has warned the Muhammadans against 
compounding criminal cases arising out of such quarrels by taking money from 
the wrong-doers. For if they do so, their greed for money will ultimately 
bring about their ruin. 

6. <A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash of the 22nd April writes as 
follows from the Nawabyanj thana in the district of 
Dacca:— 

The people within the jurisdiction of this thana 
have been for the last two years paying the chaukidari tax at an increased rate. 
They are at a loss, however, to account for this increase. Notwithstanding his 
increased pay and improved status, the chaukidar continues to be what he was 
before. As before, he works at some trade or calling by day and sleeps 
soundly at night. Formerly he had to do some little work for the head- 
constable at the thana, but now he goes there simply to report births and deaths 
and to make certain statements pertaining to his office. And this done, he 
returns to his village and follows his ordinary vocation. This is his daily 
routine of duty. “He has therefore a very easy time of it, so much so that if his 
salary had been four or five times what it is, and if he had not now and then 
been treated to abusive lanzuage by the police officers above him, many respect: 
able people—nay University graduates themselves—would have accepted 
chaukidarships. Theft, dacoity and highway robbery remain as rife as 
before, because notwithstanding their increased salaries the chaukidars will not 
do the duty required of them by the Chaukidari Act. 


Chaukidars in the Nawabyanj 
thana, Dacca district. 


(b)—Working of the Courts. 


( The Burdwan Saijivani of the 17th April has the following about 


- nee road cess oppression in the district of Burdwan :— 
Road CESS Oppression iD the y : ] t 
district of Burdwan. When tie road cess was first imposed, a couple 
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oad cess due from him, but a certificate is nevertheless issued against him a 
onth after. ‘The road-cess peon reports service of the certificate, without, 
however, leaving the shade of the deodar tree in the compound of the collec- 
torate; and a few days later, the man’s goods and chattels are sould by auction. 
He applies to the authorities for redress, but all his applications remain soa 
answered. At last he gives up the attempt in despair, heaves a deep sigh an 

with upturned eyes exclaims, ° O mother, Queen-Empress, 80 much oppression 1n 
your dominion!’ - The writer has seen with his own eyes these victims of road 
cess oppression in the verandah of the road cess cutcherry, Notices are issued 
calling on patnidars and lakluraj.owners to submit road cess returns. But, 
thanks to the serving peons, these notices never reach the partics concerned. 
In due time, therefore, Sub-Deputy Collectors and other officers go to the 
mufassal, and themselves prepare the returns asked for; charging the cost of 
their journey, &c., on the defaulting land-owners. As this happens in conse- 
quence of peons not serving the notices, it is very desirable that there should 
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fourishes most in a country where the laws are numerous. Under Hindu rule 
the laws were not so numerous in this country as now, and as the dharmasastras 
occupied the place of laws, people in those days were more anxious than people 
nowadays are to make their conduct and practices conform to their injunctions, 
and as a consequence they lived a happy life. In the courts of those days the 
injunctions of the sastras were given effect to, andredress was thought necessar 

only in cases of real oppression. There were not in those days a thana attached 
to every village, a munsifi attached to every chauki, and a number of criminal 
courts attached to every subdivision. Nor were pleaders, mukhtars, attorneys 
and barristers so numerous then as now. Laws and law courts existed in those 
days simply to remove the grievances of the people ; the courts were not looked 
upon as marts for carrying on a trade in justice, and the rulers were not anxious 
as at present to increase their incomes by administering the law. Even under 
Musalman rule, laws and law courts were not so numerous as now, and the 
number of pleaders was not larger than that of their clients, Nor were the 
Musalmans so anxious to increase their revenue by means of laws and law 
courts. As a consequence, the Indians were not so fond of litigation as they 
arenow. Under Hindu rule, nearly all disputes were settled out of court. 
Disputes among the villagers were settled by the respectable people of the 
villages, and nearly all sorts of civil and criminal cases were decided by village 
communities without the intervention of the courts. Everybody was satisfied 
with the decision given by these communities. Village communities existed also 
under Musalman rule, when they were known as panchayats. These panchayats 
decided all cases, civil and criminal, and both under the Hindu and under the 
Musalman rulg, it was only the most serious cases that were referred to the law 
Courts. Village munities as well as panchayats enjoyed self-government. 
Vhen the English established their rule in the country, they found the power 
and influence of these panchayats intact; and as the people enjoyed some 
measure of independence in consequence of the existence of their panchayats, 
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be a rule directing the service of the same by post. Road cess oppression “Bi : 

has reached its height in the district of Burdwan, and reflects great discredit on ase ie 

british rule. Jt is, therefore, high time that Government did something in Bice’ : 

8. The Sanjivani of the 21st April says that the civil suit brought against SANJIVANI, oh aE 

Government by one Baradom, a resident of the — April 2ist, 1894. Qe ee 

A civil suit against the Govern- Sibsagar district, and which has been decreed on Bee tae: 

-opebormaseat appeal in favour of the plaintiff, seems to have some 
turned the head of Mr. Ward, the Chief Commissioner. He has sent Mr. Gait, Pee 
Director of Revenues, to appeal to the High Court against the decree, and it is Phir ce 
rumvured that the Advocate-General himself and other renowned barristers will age 
appear on behalf of Government. The raiyats of Assam should therefore raise She 2 
a subscription to enable Baradom to engage able barristers to support his case. age. 
Mr. Vittar, Sub-Judge of Sibsagar, has earned the thanks of the raiyats by a aie ie 
giving a just and impartial decree in the case, though this has made him incur Bg 
the displeasure of the Chief Commissioner. i OR 
9. The Daintk-o-Sumuchar Chandrika of the 24th April has the following :— — panm-o-Samacuar Fe eet 
The influence of the law courts It is the English who have made the people of srcgatieaiagiaer is Gana 
on the Indian character. this country so fond of litigation, for litigation “?™ “ '** Beece 
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they resolved to destroy these institutions. And with that view they took away 
from the panchayats their power of pape th. the peace in the country, and 
gradually all the puwer they possessed of administering civil and criminal justice. 
Since their occupation of this country, the English have commenced to frame 
laws. And with the increase in the number of these laws, the business of the 
courts has also increased. Again, as laws are multiplying they are becoming 
more and more intricate. And as they are becoming more and more intricate. 
the mercenary spirit of the lawyers as well as their number are also increasing, 
The increasing intricacy of the law 1s also leading to an increased subtlety in 
their interpretation, and all this tends to increase the chances of failure of justice. 
As the law regarding evidence and witnesses 18 becoming’ more and more 
rigorous, trickery in the litigants is also increasing, and false CASES Aare therefore 
becoming more «nd more numerous, Intricacies in the law bring on turtuous- 
ness in the trial of cases, and this tortuousness leads to the fabrication of false 
evidence. And all this has come to pass in India under the English rule. The 
late Mr. Justice Dwarka Nath Mitter evidently spoke from his long experience, 
when in his letter to Mr. Congreve he said that English laws and English courts 
are making inoffensive people in India wicked, truthful men hars, and straight- 
forward men rogues. The truth of this is admitted by all keen observers and by 
everybody having the least experience of the law courts ‘lhe income from the 
law courts leaves a large surplus over the expenditure incurred on this account, 
and this trade in the administration of justice is becoming more and more exten- 
sive. Crime naturally increases in a country in which the administration of 
justice is regarded in the light of a trade The English Courts of Justice have 
ceased to be dhurmadh:karanas (abodes of dharma), for by them the truth is often 
declared to be a falsehood and falschood 1s often declared to be truth, and the 
innocent is declared guilty and the guilty is declared innocent. With increased 
love of litigation, crime in all forms is multiplying in the country, and all this 
mischi: f is due to English law, English education, and English civilisation. The 
spread of English education in the country 1s gradually bringing it to the brink 
of ruin. ‘The outlook is very serious, and has dumbfounded all who think and 
reflect. 
10. The Sulabh Daink of the 26th April writes as follows :— 
| Was the rumour then true that Mr. K. N. Rai, 
thc Hovully Judeochin. Officiating Judge of Hooghly, would have to revert 
to his appointment of Joint-Magistrate at Alipore ? 
What abdur? Does the Lieutenant-Governor see the grave injustice he has 
done by listening to the prayer of a handful of European mill-owners in this 
country? Is it. because Kole Nath is a black native that he has been deprived 
of the Judgeship of Hooghly? Sir Charles Elliott has not done well by trans- 
ferring him. While as the ruler of the province it is His Honour’s duty to 
treat all his subjects with impartiality, he 1s, as a matter of faet. doing his work 
of a ruler with partiality. For this act of his Sir Charles Elliott is being 
unsparingly blamed by the whole country. But blame has come to be some- 


Mr. K. N. tai removed from 


thing like an ornament with His Honour, and therefore it is that though aware 


that he is being blamed, he affects not to know it. 


(«d)— Education. 


ll. It appears to the Lublul Mateen of the 17th April that the examiners - 
of the Allahabad University are too ungenerous 
in attaching marks to the answer papers, and the 
Allahabad University is therefore not liked by the 
students of that province. Only 3 out of 170 candidates passed the last B.L. 
examination, and only 8 out of 166 passed the pleadership, and only 9 out 
of 225, the mukhtaarship examination. Such want of sympathy is calculated 
to dishearten the students. 

12, The Sanwant of the 21st April says that Government has already 
trampled justice under foot by granting exchange 
compensation allowance to its Sete and EKura- 
slun servants, and it is now rumoured that 1t 
intends giving a free edueation to poor European and Eurasian boys. The 
Hindus and Musalinans constitute the majority of the population of the country; 


Severity of the Allahabad Uni- 
versity law examinations. 


Free State education for poor 
Burepean avd BRurasian boys, 
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but their poor boys never receive any kindness from Government, which 
seems bent upon reserving all its benevolence for Europeans and Kurasians. 
But such partiality towards particular classes bodes no good. 
13. The same paper says that for a long time the Inspectors, Deputy —saxsrvami, 
sa sadist caitlin. een. Inspectors and gt rg onom of Schools reported April zist, 1894. 
Hord-master of @ school in the very badly about the Entrance School at Kalas- 
Backergunge district. khati in the Backergunge district. And, lastly, 
On the 8th January 1893, Assistant Inspector Maulavi Abdul Karim visited 
the school and after inspection recorded this opinion in the visitors’ book, that 
the teaching staff was most incompetent, and absolutely needed some change. 
Shortly after this, Babu Pramatheswar Gupta, B.A., was appointed Head- 
master. But his attempts to reform the school met with a most stubborn 
resistance, not only from the teachers and pupils, but also from the boys’ guard- 
ians. ‘The Deputy Inspector of Schools, Barisal, visited the school on the 25th 
May last, and recorded the following remarks in the visitors’ book :— 
“For many years the school was conducted with the utmost laxity, and 
there was not the least discipline or system in its management. ‘The consequence 
was that in the examinations the school fared very badly.—Repeated admoni- 
tions by visitors and the inspecting staff failed to bring about any reform, until 
the present head-master was appointed. He is doing his best to improve the 
condition of the school, by insisting upon punctuality and regularity in attend- 
ance on the part of the boys and teachers, collecting fees at regular intervals, 
punishing incompetent boys with degradation, and so on. But his attempts 
at bettering the condition of the school have greatly offended the boys and 
their cuardians, who have left no stone unturned to bring about his dismissal 
or resignation. And had it not been for the support given to him by the pro- 
prictor of the school, Babu Pramatheswar would have been long ere now obliged 
to resign.” On the 29th November last, the same Deputy Inspector again 
visited the school and wrote as follows in the visitors’ book :— 
“Atno time since the foundation of the school was the attendance so 
large. But to bring about this result the head-master has had to incur the 
displeasure of not only the guardians of the boys, but of other people of the 
locality too.’ Disgusted at all this, the head-master several times offered his 
resionation, but was prevailed upon to remain by the advice of the proprietor, 
the Deputy Inspector and the Inspector. Seeing that the head-master had 
not left the school even after the imsults and vexations to which he was 
subjected, at about 3-30 a.m. of the 15th March last, some badmashes entered 
the dark room in which he with three other teachers of the school was sleeping, 
and after having gagged him, cut off one of his ears with a sharp razor. His 
vroans roused the other teachers, and the badmashes ran away. 
This is not the first instance in which an outrage of this sort has been 
committed. A Sub-Inspector of Schools having expressed dissatisfaction with 
_the condition of the Uzirpur school in the same district, was attacked in his 
boat by the people of the place. And rages 4 after the accident to Babu 
Pramatheswar, a teacher of the Rahmatpur School was severely beaten for 
having chastised a boy. 7 
14. The Dainik-o-Sumachar Chandrika of the 24th April takes exception pDarsix-o-Samacnan 
to the last Senate resolution on the subject of the | “HANPsIKa, 
71 B.L. examination candidates, and blames the “?™ “*” '*™* 
authorities for having maintained their zidin the matter. As thcre is to be a 
re-examination, permission to appear at it should have been given to all plucked 
candidates, and not to the 71 only, and the regular examination fee might have 
been ordered to be taken from them all. The result of the last Senate mecting 
must be disappointing to the candidates, for they did .not move the authorities 
simply to be exempted from the payment of the fee of Rs. 30. The ways of 
the University are strange, and the management of its affairs is marked by great 
lnbecility and incapacity. 
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The B. L. examination affair. 


(c)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


15. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Katwa in the 9, iixosamacas 
ee a ee ae Burdwan district, complains of the high incidence — Cuanvnixa. 
ine-ta¥ in the Aatwa Munl- | : : ! pe . 
“pality in the Burdwan district, 4 the latrine-tax im the Katwa Municipality, where 
a house paying a house-tax of, say, one anna, has 
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been assessed to a latrine-tax of four annas, and orchards, gardens, and tanks 
have not been exempted from the tax. Several memorials have been submitted 
against the municipality, but without effect. 


( {)— Questions affecting the land. 


16. The Sahachar of the 18th April has the following :— | 

It seoms that the Chief Commissioner of Assam 
is bent on resuming the lands of the ralyats. Not 
satisfied with indefinitely increasing the assessments, he has now made a rule 
prohibiting the transfer of lands without the permission of the Collectors, 
rhis has alarmed the people, and they have held protest meetings at Gauhati. 
The Government of Assam is in the habit of regarding these meetings as the 
work of agitators, and in its account of the recent rent disturbances these 
agitators play the same part as the Gorakshani Sabhas do in the official 
accounts of the cow-slaughter riots all over India, But the grievances of the 
people are real, and they certainly require no inducement from agitators to 
protest against them. The new rule relating to the transfer of lands will tend 
to lower their price. The recent increase of assessments in Assam will add 
126 lakhs of rupees to the revenue of Government, and in its present financial 
difficulty it cannot but rejoice at this large addiuon to its income. But, then, 
it should bear in mind that its fiscal policy is impoverishing the agricultural 
classes. ‘The substitution by it of money payments for payments in kind has 
placed these classes at a considerable disadvantage, for in a year of drought 
they have no other alternative than to borrow from the money-lender. It is 
therefore desirable that it should revert to the old native system of taking as 
revenue a certain portion of the produce of the soil. And it will not be a loser 
if it does so. 

17. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 22nd April refers to the 
recent rent disturbances in Assam and remarks as 
follows :— 

Before the occupation of Assam by the English, its people held their lands 
under their native rulers only on condition of rendering occasional bagar service 
and serving in the ranks in times of war. Thus they practically enjoyed their 
lands free. ‘Those, however, who were exempted from rendering bagar service 
had to pay a land-tax at the rate of a rupee for eight to ten bighas of land. 
For this nominal rate, the Innglish substituted Re. 1, annas 6 or annas 8 per 
bigha, and one would have thought that this was enough for the raiyats of 
Assam. But no, they again increased the rate in an unexpected manner, and 
the recent disturbances followed as a natural consequence. The Government 
of India, in its despatch to the Secretary of State on the subject of the Assam 


The Assam land question. 


The Assam rent disturbances. 


disturbances, agreed with the Chief Commissioner in holding that the people 


of Assain were the most lightly taxed in India, But while expressing itself 
in this way it should have borne in mind that for the very lands which they had 
enjoyed free under their native rulers, these people have had to pay under the 
Knglish rule at the rate of Re. 1, 8 annas or 6 annas per bigha, and that even 
this rate has been indefinitely increased of late In the district of Sylhet, 
which forms a part of Assam, the laud-tax for permanently-settled lands does 
not exceed 5 pice per bigha. The rate is smaller still—not more than a pice 
per bigha—for similar lands in the district of Goalpara. Even in parts of 
Sylhet, where the land is not permanently settled, the rate is less than six annas 
per bigha, Now the rate for Kamrup and four other districts was already 
much hizher than this, and even that high rate has been indefinitely increased ! 
tas therefore clear that there was suflicient cause for the recent disturbances 
in Assam. And the authorities should consider, if only for once, how the 
matter Would have ended if Assam had been Europe. In India troubles crop 
up solely through the fault of the officials, and Governnent itself is to blame 1n 
the Assum rent affair. Its explanation is not satisfactory. 


(i )—Radways aud communications, trcluding canals and iuragation. 


Is. Vho DBungucdist of the 21st April says that the ereater part of 
| Ks. 1,14,00,000, the net profit from the Indian 


Lucdia’s pront from railways, ‘ ° ‘ 
3 railways during the last year, will go to England, 
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and this shows how India 1s profiting by these railways. But the Babus are 
‘for all that mad after railway extension. 


ly. The same paper bg against the proposal to construct a railway BaNcavasi, 


deeeees ben from Ranaghat to Krishnagar in the Nadia Apr! 2st 18°. 
eee to Krishnaget in the district which will benefit only a few Babus. The 
Nadia district. construction of this line while many important roads 
‘1 the interior are lying in a miserably dilapidated condition, will be a sheer 
waste of public money. This is how the interests of the masses are protected by 
the Babus. 


(h)— General. 


90. The Bharat Mitra of the 19th April says that the Cantonment Magis- B44? oy 
trate of Lucknow having recently passed an order “?™ — 
So to the effect that the whole cantonment will be 
ie supplied with water by mehters, the Hindu and 
Musalman residents of the cantoment are in a consternation. cae 
91. The Samay of the 20th April is surprised to see Mr. Radice, of SAMAY, 
sstais's siealion Balasore uvtoricty, appolutcd tu oltciate as Magis- April 20th, 1894. — 
oceania th ; trate of Mymensingh His promotion was stopped 
fora year, aud three months are still wanted to complete that period. But Sir 
Charles Elliott cannot wait, and so the man has been promoted before his time. 
Though many bad things can be expected of a Lieutenant-Governor who 
abolished jury trial and who is a friend of the civilians, still the writer was not 
prepared to sce him do such an act as this. | 
22. A correspondent of the Sanjvant of the 21st April writes ag = Ss™ivanl, 
follows :— — 
A grog-shop in the Birbhum A grog-shop, carrying on custom in both kanchi 
district. ae = 5 ; 
and pak: liquors, was opened near a Hindu temple 
at Nalhati in the Birbhum district, The Hindu population of the locality, 
failing to obtain redress in the matter from the Subdivisional Officer and the 
Collector, submitted a memorial to the Lieutenant-Governor, to which, however, 
no reply was received for four or five months. A ¢akeed was therefore sent, and 
the memorialists were informed that a reply would be sent through the Board 
of Revenue. On being written to, the Board informed the memorialists by 
means of an unpaid letter that the shop could not be removed that year, but 
that it would be removed the following year, if accommodation could be found 
lor itelsewhere. Unfortunately the shop for the sale of paki liquor still occupies 
its old site. ‘This incident shows how very little sympathy the people receive 
at the hands of Government. ‘The utmost exertions of the people to remove 
agrog-shop from close proximity to a Hindu temple, a public street and a 
_— ghat, and in the very heart of an inhabited locality, have come to 
nothin, 
“3. The same paper is surprised at the action of Sir Charles Elliot in 


ae e promoting Mr. Radice before the term of his 
, punishment has been completed. Sir Charles has 
probably given Mr. Radice a double lift by way of compensation for the 
punishment which was inflicted on him by Sir Antony MacDonnell. Indeed, 
such strange things are not rare under Sir Charles’s regimé. But His Honour 
cught to consider that if the officials are not punished for committing oppressions 
Di the people, the latter will not feel themselves safe. Strange, indeed, is the 
“gime under which the people of Bengal are living. 
24. The Bangavasi of the rag me vt righ that Mr. Radice, who was so BANGAVASI, 
Me. Radice’, : recently punished for commilting oppression on = April 2lst, 1894 
; ts Badies's promotion. fidatiae’ Uchenetrs. zamindar of Halssore. has 
“(n appointed to act as Magistrate and Collector of Mymensingh. Has 
_ promotion come to Mr, Radice as a compensation for his punishment? 


AD 1 matter of regret, however, that such dircct lessons fail to produce any 
“ect on the Babu wiseacres of the country. 


<). ‘lhe same paper has the following :—_ 
aa 3 Messrs. Pave, Pratt, Brett, Kelleher, Crawford 
Bibb ib taneous retirement of a ’ ° e, : ) 7 fee 
cher of District Judges Tweedie, Whitmore, and Posford, all of them 
asd District and Sessions Judges, are about to retire on 
Pension, The Anglo-Indian papers are attributing their simultaneous retire- 
nt to the exchange difficulty. But the writer can On no account consider that 
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to be the real cause of their simultancous retirement. For, if it had been the 
real cause, the names of at least one or two of the senior District Magistrates 
would have been found in the list. It is probable that this retirement of s0 
many old District Judges at one time has something to do with the administra. 
tive policy of Government. And this probability becomes the stronger when it ig 
remembered that the Judges who will replace them willin no way be their equals, 

26. ‘he same paper is unable to say whether Government has power to 
issue an order to the effect that no Government 
servant should maintain a cow-house or keep cows, 
nor does it believe that Government has, as a matter 
of fact, issued such an order. But Mr. Skrine, as Magistrate of Bhagalpur, 
has written a letter to a manager under the Court of Wards, in which he Clearly 
means to say that no Government scrvant should either maintain a cow-house 
or tend cows. It is a very serious thing, and it-behoves Sir Charles Elliott to 
enquire into the matter, and also to Tet the public know if any such Govern- 
ment order oxists. This will be for the good of both the sovereign and the 
subjects. 

"OT. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th April has the follow- 
ing :— 

In reply to Lord Stanley’s question on the 
subject of oppression by officers of the Salt Depart. 
ment in Orissa, Lord Reay admitted the fact of such oppression, adding at the 
same time that it was neither ordered nor approved of by Government. The 
Englishman newspaper, that am muktar of Government, however, blames His 
Lordship for making this admission, and totally denics any oppression of the 
kind referred to in Lord Stanley’s question. But that very paper has had to 
admit that in the course of one year, 709 persons in Orissa were prosecuted by 
salt officers for manufacturing salt! Lord Stanley also said that the Magistrates 
in their judicial capacity help the officers of the Salt Department in committing 
oppression on the people. The Englishman's defence of the Government 1s 
somothing ridiculous, for the pleader who shows greater zeal in the cause of his 
client than the client himself, really makes himself an object of laughter. Here 
is Lord Roay admitting, on behalf of Government, the fact of oppression by 
salt officers, but Government’s advocate, the Englishman, would fain deny the 
whole charge ! | 


Mr. Skrine on Government 
servants keeping cows. 


The Englishman on oppression 
by salt officers in Orissa. 


III.—LecIstative. 


28. The Pangavasi of the 21st April has the following :— 

We confess that a vague fear seized our minds 
The elective principle in the the day the announcement was made that thence-. 
a lai mjurious forward it would be possible for English-educated 
Indians to gct themselves elected for the Legis 
lative Councils of the country, and to assist in the work of its admimistra- 
tion. ‘That our fear was not groundless has been made clear within the 
very short space of less than one year that we have enjoyed the privilege of 
election. Even those who tried at that time to silence us in a summary fashion 
must have now come to see this, if they have the sense to do so. In con- 
nection with this proposal to introduce the principle of election in the Legis 
lative Councils, we were the first to observe that there was reason to fear more 
mischief from these English-educated Babus than from genuine Englishmed; 
that if they were elected for the Legislative Councils, though they might or 
might not be able to do us any good, they would not, owing to their perversity, 
fail to do us harm; that without really representing anybody they would give 
themselves out as the country’s representatives, and thus scek to encompass 
its ruin. We predicted that, once returned to the Councils, these Babus 
would begin their work by attempting an interference with the religion 
and social observances of the natives; that they would probabl seck by 
means of levislition to put a stop to early marriage and further w! oF 
marrige, the re-admission of the outcaste into the caste, sea-voyages by Hindus, : 
and other similar movements. The advocates of the introduction of the electiv 
principle into the Legislative Councils dismissed us by saying that the represe? 
tatives of the people could never be capable of such things. For ourselves. 
we do not see what Is meant by representatives. How can one man represent 

wcountry inhabited by many peoples following different religions ? 


| oF 3 


It is with the gravest anxiety and apprehension that we have watched the 


work done in the Councils by these elected native members since their admis-_ 


— ose assemblies. It is not yet one year, and yet the legislative 
ies ol ped of these Babus have aeaity caused such alarm as leads us 
+) conclude that their presence in those Councils will be at no distant date 
oductive of serious injury to the people of this country. We will explain. 
(nm the day that we came to know that Babu Surendra Nath Baner)i, himself 
a1 England-returned gentleman, who has given his daughter in marriage to 
another England-returned gentleman, -was seeking to bring Hindu devottar 
properties under the scope of laws framed by a Christian Government, but 
that Government was showing itself unwilling to undertake such legislation 
for fear of wounding Hindu feeling, we saw how much more cause there was 
tor fear from these English-educated Babu "ar than from genuine 
English legislators. When again we saw that, foiled in his attempts in the 
Legislative Council, the Babu Bahadur was resorting to other expedients; that 
after his discomfiture in the Council he was sending a petition on the subject 
through the British Indian Association, the fact became clearer that Babu 
intelligence had suffered supreme deterioration indeed. While the British Gov- 


emment is showing its unwillingness to interfere with the Hindu religion, the 


min who gave himself out as the representative of the Hindus, and obtained 
a seat in the Legislative Council by means of votes begged from door to door, is 
found saying—“ no, that can never be. Sovereign as you are, though you may 
be an alien and follower of a different creed, or anything else, still it is your duty 
to control and regulate the religious affairs of the Hindus.” It is not once but 
avain and again that the Babu is making such attempts. What a represen- 
tative! 3 

Having seen this Bengal picture, let the reader now see the picture of 
a Babu representative of the North-Western Provinces. The name of this 
gentleman is Raja Ram Pal Singh. He, too, is an England-returned man, and 
has the further merit of possessing an English wife. He once tried to enter 
the British Parliament, and is at present an elected member of the North- 
vestern Provinces Legislative Council. The part of the country which has 
returned him being inhabited by many Hindus, he must be called their 
representative too. But hear what this man, who is known as a representative 
~—of large numbers of Hindus, said the other day in the Legislative Council. 

He asked a question in which he condemned the Hindu practice of throwing 
deal bodies into the Ganges, on the ground that the corpses of those who 
mizht have died of any infectious disease was likely to contaminate the river 
water and thus to disseminate disease among the people. And the Raja’s object 
iu putting the question was to ask Government to stop the practice by 


meus of legislation. Now, hear the reply he received’ from our Christian 


rulers, The Chief Secretary to the North-Western Provinces Government 
tuld the Raja that though the practice was undoubtedly bad, still as the Hindus 
had from time immemorial followed it in accordance with their saséras and 
trom religious convictions, it was beyond Government’s power to put a stop 
to it, the more so as police interference in such matters was likely to produce 
troubles. he Chief Secretary also said that if the Raja and other Hindu 
members of the Council would suggest any practical solution of the difficulty, 
overnment might give its best attention to such suggestion. It is to be 
uted that even the Chief Secretary addressed this England-returned Raja 
With an English wife under the impression that he was a Hindu. Jadged 
n this standard, Babu Surendra Nath, too, who would have a law regulating 
Indy relyious endowments, is a Hindu. Is it for nothing that the proposal 
') uitroduce the elective principle in the Legislative Councils of the count) 
ed the Writer with alarm ? The way the Babu members have exercised this 
how privilege makes us fear that they will do enormous mischief if they are 
allowed to enjoy it for some time longer. | 
_ =. The Suyicuni of the 21st April says that the real object of the 
Lit Euatishman's proposal for Englishman in proposing an increase of the license 
cao . for the pos-es- fee under the Arms Act is to completely disarm the 
ng native population of the country. If a heavy 
“he a, is at all to be levied, it ought to be levied upon the European and 
population, who largely use firm-arms for sport, and who often abuse 
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their privilege by killing natives. Englishmen have to pay heavy fees for th, 
use of arms in their own country; why then should they be complete] 
exempted from such fees here? The justice of such a cause 1s very questionabj 


indeed. 


30. The Dacca Prakssh of the 22nd April takes exception to section 45 
| of the Sanitary Drainage Bill, which proposes ¢, 
realise from owners of mahals the tax for drainau. 
works constructed on lands belonging to those mahals. Justice requires that 
the proposed tax should be collected directly, not from zamindars, but from the 
people who will be benefited by those works. Government thinks that th, 
drainage works will increase the value of lands, but it is doubtful whether this 
will be the case everywhere, and especially in East Bengal where the 
fields are never irrigated with water taken from reservoirs of water. Moreover, 
the Bengal Tenancy Act has greatly reduced the powers of zamindars, and they 
now rarely gain by any increase of the value of their land. Their power of 
enhancing rent has been limited to annas two per rupce, and even this power 
cannot be exercised twice within 15 years. Again, there can be no enhancement 
of rent in the case of middlemen and of raiyats holding at the same rate of 
rent for upwards of 20 years. Moreover, the condition of a good many mahals 
is such that the pratt cannot realise therefrom the amount of the road and 
public works cesses which is due to them from their raiyats. Under these 
circumstances, it will be very improper to saddle them with an additional tax. 
Again, if the tax is levied on the zamindars, they will have to collect it from 
their raiyats, and that will in as | cases lead to litigation. Government should. 
therefore, collect the tax ‘directly from the men, who will be benefited by 
its sanitary measures, and the collection of the chaukidari tax from _ villagers 
without any hitch shows that this can be done without difficulty. British power 
in this country has been established with the help of zamindars, and yet 
Government has broken its faith with them by assessing them to the road and 
public works cesses in violation of the terms of the permanent settlement 
And it is again going to violate the terms of that settlement by adding to the 
burdens of the zamindars, regardless of the fact that such a step will ruin them 
asaclass. It is true that the charging of the cost of sanitary drains on mahals 
instead of on individuals will greatly facilitate the work of its realization, but 
Government ought not nevertheless to inconvenience others for the sake of its 
own convenience. It is hoped, therefore, that the above objectionable section 
will be removed from the Bill, against the object of which the writer has nothing 
to say. : 


The Sanitary Drainage Bill. 


31. The Sulabh Dainik of the 24th April strongly condemns the language 
in which the Hon’ble Mr. Bourdillon asked the 
Youncil to reject the Hon’ble Surendra Nath 
Benerji’s amendment of the section of the Bengal 
Municipal Bill relating to the power of Divisional 
Commissioners to interfere with the municipal budget. He said, ‘‘He was 
compelled to differ from the hon’ble member who _ has just spoken, and he 
must ask the Council to reject his amendment and leave the law as it stands. | 
Now, in the first place, this language is harsh and discourteous, and it 1s 
language which should never escape the lips of a well-bred gentleman. In the 
second place, considering that he had no power over ‘his colleagues, which 
could justify him in using a word of command, instead of ordering them t 
reject the amendment, he should have simply asked them to vote on the 
amendment after carefully considering it. ‘the Hon'ble Mr. Bourdillon also 
said that nothing would be gained by curtailing the power of the Division 
Commissioner to interfere with the municipal budget, inasmuch as such curtall- 
ment would leave the power of the Magistrate over that budget intact. But 
to this objection the IHLom ble Surendra Babu has since replied in his paper, the 
Bengali, and what has Mr. Bourdillon got to say to that 2? The writer 1s s0orTy 
to see that even the Madu Patriot has taken exception to Surendra Babu s 
amendment. According to the Patrivé the time has not yet come when official 
control could he dispensed with in the management of local affairs. But 
Surendra Babu never proposed to dispense with such control. His proposal was 
simply to curtail the scope and extent of that control. | 


The Hon'ble Mr. Bourdillon in 
the debate on the Bengal Munici- 
pal Bill. 


| Wil 
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39 The Sulabh Dainik of the 26th April says that if Government takes the 

management of the Hindu temple, properties would 

The question of Hinda temple ji¢ be able to ascertain what will be required for the 

iy tec worship of the gods? The work of management 

ill, it is true, be properly done if Committees consisting of Hindu gentlemen 

are formed to look after it; but those Hindu gentlemen must not be Government 
servants. They must all be non-official othodox Hindus. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. The Sanjivani of the 21st April says that terrible news has been 
received from Tippera. Owing to the heavy rains 
| of last year, the paddy crop was completely de- 
stroyed, and cattle died in large numbers, After the floods cholera made its 
appearance and carried off large numbers of people. A severe scarcity 18 now 
prevailing, and in a few days more deaths from starvation will be sure to 
occur. The Secretary of the Tippera Hitasadhini Sabha has written a letter 
from which the following is taken :— 


Distress in the Tippera district. 


Though the time has arrived for cultivating the lands for the crops of the. 


coming year, want of money, cattle, and seed grain prevent the people from 
doing so. Plough-cattle which used to sell for Rs. 8 or Rs. 10 per head, are 
selling for Rs. 20 per head, and the raiyats, being without money, cannot 
purchase any. | : , 

Rice is being imported and is selling at Rs. 3-8 to Rs, 4 per maund, 
but the people cannot buy it for want of money. In former years money could 
be had at an interest of 1 to 2 per cent. per month, but this year it cannot be had 
at an interest of from 31 to 9 per cent. per month. Under these circumstances 
people are already starving. Cooked rice is reported to have been stolen from 
some houses. An agent of the Hitasadhini Sabha, writing from Kamti, says that 
children when they come together talk among themselves in the following 
strain: —“‘ If we again get as hungry to-day as we got yesterday, perhaps we shall 
not live any more.” The villages Dhamti, Ruchi and some others within the 
jurisdiction of the Nachhirnagar thana are in the worst condition. People 
there are living on the boiled kachu, o/, and fried chechra, and owing to such 
unwholesome diet, are falling a prey to cholera. 

Government has resolved not to make any grant for relicf of distress 
unless the local authorities are satisfied as to the necessity of such relief, But 
according to the Commissioner no authenticated cases of distress seem to exist. 
That Government officers do not easily come to know of the names and 
addresses of distressed persons, is that even such people hold their honour too 
dear to confess themselves in straitened circumstances. But pressed too hard 
by scarcity they are now flocking to the agents of the Hitasadhini Sabha for 
help. The Magistrate of Tippera is to be praised for his exertions to ascertain 
the extent of the distress. The Hitasadhini Sabha has instituted a relief 
Committee out of its members, which is trying to raise subscriptions. 

The Maharaja of Tippera has granted Rs. 5,000 for the relief of Nurna- 
gar people, and the zamindar of Surail has granted Rs. 8,000 for a similar 
purpose, But these are mere drops of water in a vast sandy desert. The 
distress cannot be properly coped with without help from Government. 

The editor observes that the meoretery of the Sabha is ready to give the 
names and addresses of the distressed peop 

34, The Bangavasi of the 21st April says that severe scarcity prevails in 
Distress in the Central Pro- the Central Provinces, and on the admission of the 
vinces. authorities themselves relief will have to be found 
lor a lakh of people. But the famine fund has been done away with by a 
single stroke of the pen; and will the District Boards alone have to bear the 
Cost of relief, or will Government, too, make some grant? Theré can be 
no doubt that the calamity will afford some people an excellent opportunity 
for obtaining titles. 

3). ‘The same paper mn tet pavers | is prevailing 2 Kotalipur, 

Sitios. ve yopalgan) and Radhaganj in the Faridpur district 
ye ie the District Board having pied exhausted 
ts grant of Rs. 26,000 in relief works, permission was re of the 
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Commissioner to make a further grant of Rs. 6,000, but the prayer has been 
refused. The writer fails to explain this refusal by the Commissioner seeing 
that the permission sought for was permission to spend the people’s money 
in their own relief. Commissioners. never object to the grant of large suns 
of money to the Dufferm Fund. ee 
36. he Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika of the 24th April has the follow- 
ing:— | 
The other day at a meeting of the Viceregal 
Council, Sir Charles Elliott said that railways in 
India had removed all fear of famine, and that it would be sufficient now-a-days 
to reserve for famine relief purposes only Rs. 3,00,000 annually. The state- 
ment of Sir Charles is about as ill-advised as nearly all his statements are, 


Sir Charles Elliott on the dimi- 
nished chances of famine in India. 


The writer has repeatedly shown that railways have not, nay they cannot, 


remove the fear of famine in India. The railways are depleting the country 
of its food stores, and how can they possibly remove the fear of famine? If 
there be grain stored somewhere in India, it may be brought b seg to 
parts of the country suffering from famine. But of what avail can railways 
be in famine, if they themselves help in the disappearance of food stores? It was 
not so in pre-railways days, and there were therefore fewer famines then. 
Mr. Naoroji has shown in the course of a recent speech delivered in England 
that within 52 years, from 1802—1854, when there were no railways in India, 
famine broke out 13 times and carried off 50 lakhs of people; but since the 
construction of railways, India was visite by famine 16 times within 19 years, 
from 1860 to 1879, and the mortality therefrom amounted to 1,20,00,000! 
This shows that fear of famine has increased instead of diminishing with 
the construction of railways. Mr. Naoroji has also shown that the frequency 
of famines in India of late ycars cannot be ascribed to the rate at which her 
population is increasing. For while in England there are 500 men per square 
mile, and population increases at the rate of 113 per cent. in ten years, there are 
only 229 persons per square mile in India, and her population has increased at 
the rate of only 9} per cent. within the same period. It is therefore clear that 
freo trade is ruining India. And if this free trade had not been advantageous 
to England, the British Government, too, would have understood the matter 
in just the same way as the writer understands it. | 


VI.—Misc:LLANEous, 


37. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 19th April says that in order 
Cow-killing quarrel during the to prevent riots during the next Baqrid festival, 
ensuing Bayrid festival. Sir Charles Crosthwaite has resolved to station 
soldiers in all those places which were the scene of bloodshed last year. The 
Itindus are saying that an attempt is being made by the united efforts of the 
Hindus and Musulmans to bring about a mutual agreement between the two 
commuypiitics, and that the services of soldiers are therefore uncalled for. 


But Sir Charles Crosthwaite should not rely upon such assurances, but 
should make all necessary arrangements to nip in the bud any quarrels which 
may break out. The Bengal Government, too, should not remain indifferent in 
the matter, Judging by the prevailing race-feeling between the Hindus and 
Musulmans, especially of Gaya, it is very probable that quarrels will break out 
during the ensuing Bagqrid festival. Sia 

38. The Panganivasi of the 28th April says that with all his faults Mr. 

mean Skrine is a supporter of every movement which has 

| for its object the advancement of the natives; and 

he also freely mixes with the latter, and is a real well-wisher of native arts and 
literature, and never spares himself in any manner in doing what he can to 
Improve them. Certain newspapers are just now blaming Mr. Skrine for the 
part he took in the barayari festival which lately took place in Bhagalpur, 
though these very papers censure the civilians as a‘ckrssfor not mixing with 
the people, and not participating in their sorrows and Joys. The pleaders of 


est are to be blamed for the manner in which they have behaved towar x 
Yr. SKIING, 


ar 
39, The Sanjivani of the 21st April has the following :— SaNJIVANT, 


The Bengali residents of Mansurganj mahalla, Apri! 2ist, 189% 

Mr. Skrine in the bhagalpur in Bhagalpur city, and the Bengali clerks employed 
eT in the courts | offices there, celebrate a barayari 
festival every year. This year Mr. Skrine, Magistrate, himself took into his 
hands the management of the festival, and made arrangements to celebrate it on 
a grander scale than in any previous year. In place of jatras and kirtans, the 
Magistrate ordered the Bengal Theatre Company to be sent for from Calcutta. 
None dared to oppose the Magistrate, and even before the image of the god 
that was to be worshipped had been got ready, the theatre company was in 
-Bhagalpur to give their performances. Mr. Skrine took the company under his 
patronage and helped in the sale of tickets. In former years people paid 
nothing in order to witness the jatra and kirtan performances, and Mr. Skrine’s 
order about admission to the theatrical performances by priced tickets therefore 
created much dissatisfaction. And when the company began their performances 
the first night, and when not even worship of the god had been commenced, 
people began to throw brickbats from outside. ‘This caused some confusion, and 
the Magistrate thought that the people were behaving in this way simply with 
the view of insulting him. Now, the pleaders of Bhagalpur did not consider it - 
decent to be present ata performance in which prostitutes were employed as 
actresses, and they did not therefore buy tickets. But Mr. Skrine thought that 
the pleaders were at the bottom of this exhibition of rudeness by the people, 
and on the very next day, the 29th March, he issued a circular which he sent to 


the Secretary to the Bar Library, with the request that it might “be circulated 
among the pleaders. 


The circular ran as follows :— 


“The discontented people want to witness the performances gratis. But 
they should remember that the theatre company, consisting of 52 members, 
actors and actresses, have had to stop their performances in Calcutta, in order 
to be present at such a distant place. Their demand of Rs. 500 for every 
night is not therefore unreasonable. Pleaders going to mufassal receive a 
similar fee. | 
‘Most of the discontented people can pay Rs. 500. At any rate, they can 
pay Rs. 15 per head without wvelinn their luxuries. Let them do this. Such 
donations will enable the darayari authorites to throw the performances open to 
the public free of charge. But if they cannot help the poor masses in this way, 
let them at least buy tickets. Their present conduct is unjust and peurile; re 
it deprives them both of instruction and innocent amusement, and it will demean 
them in the eyes of the refined people.” 


On receiving the circular, Babu Sasibhusan Mukerji, Secretary to the Bar 
Library, convened a meeting of the pleaders, which was presided over by 
Rai Suryya Narayan Sinha Bahadur, and in which the following resolutions 
were adopted :— | 

(1) That the members of the Bar Library had nothing to do with the rude 
conduct of the people; that they have been ustonished and grieved to find Mr. Skrine 
talk of their having been connected with it and send the circular to the members 
of the Bar Library for information. . ; | 

(2) That the said members cannot help expressing hatred and sorrow 
at Mr. Skrine’s comparing the earnings of pleaders with those of a professional 
theatrical company in which prostitutes are employed as actresses. 

(3) That the members are sorry to hear of the last night’s occurrences, 
and cannot but condemn the conduct of those who took part in them; they 
have been surprised to find Mr. Skrine indirectly connecting the Bar Lib 
with those occurrences. That Mr. Skrine must Be: been misinformed on this 
point, and the Secretary wants to know the name of Mr. Skrine’s informer. 

___ (4) That the members of the Bar Library had no connection whatsoever 
with the events of last night, nor have they had anything to do with the 
arrangements which have been come to with the theatre company. 


_ Qn reading these resolutions, Mr. Skrine came to his senses and changed 
his tone. In reply he said— You know I never commit myself to paper 
without fully informing myself of a subject. In the present instance I shall 
be guilty of breach of trust, if I disclose the name of my informer. 
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tried under the present regime, 


( 382 ) 


‘There is no use discussing the matter any more’ The circular was sent 
to you with the object of informing respectable people of the events of last 
Wednesday night. That object has been gainel. And I think you and other 
leading educated men will join with me in saying that the unpleasant matter 
should now be forgotten, and all people should now unite to give a welcome 
to the theatre company, and show them that we have really appreciated 


their efforts to destroy, at least for a moment, the dullness of Bhagalpur.” 


On receiving this communication another mecting of the Bar Library was 
held, and the members adopted a resolution expressing sorrow at Mr, Skrine’s 
refusal to give the name of his informer, as such refusal prevented them from 
showing the world and Mr. Skrine that the information he had received was 
completely false. ‘his resolution was scent to Mr. Skrine on the 2nd April 
last. Mr. Skrine went away on leave without giving any reply. 

In connection with this festival Mr. Skrine wrote to the zamindars, request- 
ing them to pay Rs. 100 each for its celebration. ‘There can be no doubt that, 
willingly or not, the zamindars must have contributed the sums required of 
them, for there are few zamindars in Bengal who can dare to slight the frowns 
of a civilian. é 

By writing Sir Charles. Elliott’s life, Myr. Skrine has risen in the service 
over the heads of his seniors, and it is improbable that he will be properly 
40. The Sulabh Dainik of the 25th April has the following :— 

Sir Charles Ellott labours under the impression 
that éhe Hindus are the root of all mischief, and that 
all quarrels and other unfortunate events which take 
Jace in Bengal are owing to their instigation. In the Viceroy’s Council he 
as openly called the Hindus, ‘‘nefarious conspirators,” though he has been 
able to produce no proof in support of the charge. May not the people, there- 
fore, on their part, question the honesty and impartiality of a Governor who can 
use such language in regard to a particular section of his subjects?  Ilis 
Ilonour has no connection whatever with Assam, but he has nevertbeless 
riven it as his opinion that the recent rent riots there were instigated by a 
band of Hindu avitators. 

Qn the other hand, Sir Charles Elhott has unbounded confidence in the 
European officials, though it is owing to them that numberless mischievous 
incidents are daily taking place im Bengal, and, indeed, throughout India. 
After Tlis Honour’s action in regard to Mr. Radice, no one will call him an honest 
and impartial Governor. Mr, ltadice was punished by order of the Officiating 
Licutenant-Governor for perpetrating inhuman oppressions on a Hindu zamin- 


Sir Charles Elliott's honesty 
and impartiality bopugued., 


dar of Balasore; and Sir Charles Elliott has trampled justice under foot by 


promoting him so soon. eae 

As a further instance of Sir Charles Etliott’s partiality to Europeans and 
urasians, it may be mentioned that some time ago, on the recommendation of 
Sir John Lambert, he-ordered a Eurasian lad convicted of theft to be released 
from jul. Sir Charles’ opinion of the native press is vitiated by the same spirit 
of partiality. His Honour will not believe anything the native press says, and 
will take for gospel truth anything that may be written by the Pioneer and the 
Englishman. Such partiality does not certainly look well in a ruler of over 
seventy millions of human beines. ) 

These considerations lead the writer to say that it would be better for the 
people if the Licutenant-Governor, like the Governor-General, were brought 
out frou mueland at the end of every five years. 

Civilan Lieutenant-Governors cannot keep civilians in check; and the 
consequcnee is that law and justice are not property administered, and the peace 
of the country is disturbed by quarrels, riots, Ke. 


Untyva PArErs. 


41. The bostowal of the title of Rai Bahalur on Babu: Gobinda Ballabh 

Mab ~Golinda Ballabh Rav Raa of Gowpur inthe district of Balasore is appre 

ae Tn eee: ciate | by all the native papers of Orissa. 
: \ 


[ oj 


49, The Samvadvahika of the 8th March points out that there is a ten- 
dency on the part of the settlement amins in 
Balasore to enter waste land, tanks used by villagers 


property classed as 
e 
and rivers as public property, whereas they really 


ivate ; 
Pr ment amuins 


public , by the sett 
in Balasore. 


Jone to zamindars. : 
wes The Utkaldipika of the 17th March is sorry to inform the public 


carcity inthe Tributary State that there is scarcity of food in the Tributary State 
{ Pallabers. } of Pallahera, and that the poor people belonging to 
chat State are deserting their homes for fear of starvation. 


AsSAM PAPERS, 


44. The Srihattavasi, for the second fortnight of Chaitra, has the following 
on the Assam rent despatch :— 

Every body will be sorry to read the despatch, 
frit seems to attach little value to the lives of the subject people. The 
(overnment of India has admitted that the people of Assam were discontented 
inconsequence of the doubling ‘of their rents, and submitted numerous memorials 
to the authorities. But, strange to say, the authorities took no steps to allay 
the discontent up to one day previous to the nots. This delay in taking 
precautionary measures is in no way excusable, for it cost many unfortunate 
ruivats their very lives. The more is the shame that even after this, Govern- 
ment should seek to lay the whole blame on the people, by saying that the 
people knew of the reductions sanctioned by the Government of India before 
‘he riots. The writer has gone through the whole despatch, but has failed to 
find any evidence whatever that the raiyats really knew of such reductions, 
lefore the riots, If the raiyats did really know of such reductions, one fails 
ty see What led them to make a wanton sacrifice of their lives. Government 
night have contended with some show of plausibility that the raiyats, though 


The Assam rent despatch. 


they knew of the reductions, brought about the riots with the object of— 


securing more reductions. But such a contention appears nowhere in the 
despatch; on the other hand, it is found stated that the ratyats are now paying 
in their rents in an uncomplaining spirit. 

The writer wants to know at what time of the day the Chicf Commissioner’s 
telegram of the 27th January reached the Deputy Commissioner of Darrang, 
ind to whom the Deputy Commissioner communicated its contents. 

The despatch has not at all cleared the Deputy Commissioner of Darrang 
of blame. It has rather strengthened the public impression about his guilt. 
ltisto be hoped that the Secretary of State will not rest satisfied with the 
explanation given in the despatch, but order an enquiry into the whole affair. 
Some member of Parliament should also, out of pity for the poor Assam people, 
put a question on the subject in Parliament. 

45, A correspondent of the same paper says that one day happening to 


come into the court of Nistaran Babu, Munsif of 


Notaran Babu, Munsif of 
“unamganj, 


iat a few minutes address a pleader in the followin 

'erms:—“ Now the case is between you and me; 100 on my shoulders and 99 
n yours.” Shortly after, he again addressed the same pleader and said, “ the 
hitter part of the war is now over, and I am now all jolly.” On asking some 
)oople what this meant, the correspondent was informed that the words referred 
‘a quarrel the Munsif Babu had with a certain zamindar, the client of the 
Header addressed by him; that both the Munsif and the zamindar were openly 
Homie their utmost to harm each other. 
tthe Munsif ourcht to draw the notice of the District Judge, 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Vrans/ator. 


BENGAL TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


Lhe 28th April 1894. 
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Sunamganj, he saw the Babu enter court, and after 


If this is true, the disgraceful conduct 


SAMVADVAHIKA, 
March 8th, 1894. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
March 17th, 1S04. 


SRIHATTAVAST, 


Second Fortniht 
Chaitra. 
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